He chose his

own adventure

By Scott Kraft

NEW YORK (AP) — You are
practicing 1sw in New York, sup-
porung a family and paying the
bills. But in your spare time, you
also sre writing chlldrens' books —
{n longhand, {n youx battered apirsl
notebook.

What do you do?

It you choose to remaln a lawyer,
this fa the end of your glorrx

But If you are Edward Packard,
you chuck the law career and create
¢hildrens’ books in which ;oung
readers make decisions like Pack-
ard's sud ereste their-own storles.

I psyched mysell Into thinking I
liked practicing law. But my real
persons was belng a writer,” Pack-
ard said In his soft, measured voice
—theperfect bedtime story tone.

"Choou Your Own Adventure." a

aperback serles for 10- to 14-year-

ids with 4.5 miliion coptes in print,
maku the reader the central char-
acter In Its storles. Every lew pages,
8 reader faces two or three options,
each of which leads to more options
and then toone of sbout 40endings.

The serles, which began natlonal
distributlon last yelr unked sixth
among the most popular childrens’
books of the last lwn yelrl in a Pub-
lishers Weekly survey in July.
Teachera and school librarians ssy
the adventures teach chiidren about
decislon-making and hel, w slower
regders Interested in bool

“You walk Into the lnlerlar of the
sirange cavern; then wait while
your eyes become accustomed to the
dim, amber light. Gradually you can
make out the two tunnela. One
curves downward lo the right; lhe
other leads upward to the left,"
reada one passage in ‘“The Cave of

me."

“‘It occurs to you that the one lead-
ing down may go to the past and the
one leading n‘mu 80 to the future.

“If you take the tunnel leading
Ieﬂ turnto page 20.

“Il you tske the tunnel leading
right, (umloplus

"If you walk outside the cave. turn

to

Beclslons Decislons.

Chlldrea can read these books s
dozen times without rereading s
psge: withtn its 11 titles the serles
offers some 450 different adven-
tures. o the cave, you might talk
with Abraham Lincoln, witness the
buliding of the Great Wall of China
or be locked up in a castle.

You could end up so far in the past
that there is no oxygen or so far In
the future that the sun Is a dying
ember, You could be g obbled up by
tyrannosaurus rex or left floating in
a lifeboat while the Titanlc sinks.

The idea for the serles grew {rom
8 bedtime story Packard was telling
his dsughters. But it reaily came
from the chlid that still lives in this
tieless 50-year-old with sait-and-pep-
per hair and bushy eyebrows.

“l had a charscier named Pete
and Iuluallr had him encountering
all these different adventures on an
isolated island,"” Packard sald. "*But
that night I was running out of things
for Pete to do. S0 I just asked what
they would do.""

The girls, Caroline and Andres,
took the story In opposite directions
and Packard gave each an ending.

“What reslly struck me was the
natural enthusiasm they had for the
idea. And Hhouzhl ‘Could I write
thisdown?"

Pete's encounters became ‘‘The
Adventures of You on Sugar Cane
Isiand.” Nine publishing houses re-
Jected It, and Packard put the manu-
script away. That was 1870,

Flve years later he persuaded
Vermont Crossrosds Press to pub-
lish the book. It did well, but Buy
Montgomery, co-owner of ﬂm press,
thought it needed the administra-
tions of a larger publisher. The
rights ended up at Bantam; Mont-
gomery now writes books for the se-
rles, too.

The serles has prompted several
hundred letters. One mother said
her 13-year-old son was Inspired by
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Lawyer Edward Packard in New York law office

the books to “‘read more than comic
books and cartoons."

Alter reading ‘‘Sugar Cane Is-
1and,” a Vermont girl wrote: “I got
8 spear In my back and went In
quicksand, but olher than that the
book was great."

The best part of the serles Is *“that
you don't know if you are going todle
or not," wrote another young read-
er. “I dled twice and I stayed allve
twice.”

“Klds love to ‘die,”* Packard ex-
plained. "I remember my brother
and I would try to outdraw each
other with our toy guns. it was al-
ways more fun to go Into death
hroes."

Packard has a contract to contin-
ue the serles with more books and is

helping start a simllar serles for
younger readers, ages 7-9.

These days, Instead of dnwlng up
legal briefs. Packard recilnes on the
couchin his Madlson Avenue law off-
ice. Surrounded by the dark leather-
bound statute books he has aban-
doned. he draws outlines that look
ilke trees. Each branch carries an
optlon, each option sprouts Into
morc optlons and every leal repre-
sents an ending. Then he writes.

Packard sald he's siways had
urges to write — at age 12, he wrote
a book on astronomy. But after earn-
Ing his degree at Princeton, he faced
one of those decislons that make his
hooks so delectable. Law or writing?
He chose law.

Now, after 20 years, he's turning
to another page.



