
He chose liis 

own adventure 
By Scott Kroft 

NEW YORK (AP) - You are 
pracllcln& 1aw In New York, 1up-

ri,�!�"luf l�·��!fr :::rltr�",� ;:� 
1110 are wrllln¡ chlldrena' bookl -
In lon•hand, tn youl,' balttrtd 1plnl 
notebook, 

Wbat do you do? 
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(.º u choose lo remaln a hw1er, 
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you chuc{ tht law career and erute 
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1rd'1 10d erute thelr owo atorles. 
"I paychtd myntf lnto lhlnklng l 
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ard 11ld In bis ,oft, meaaured volee 
- the petlect bedtlme 1tor1 tooe, 

"Choose Your Own Adventure," 1 
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m1ke1 the ruder the central char• 
acter lo lts 1torte1. Evcry few pa¡H, 
1 ruder faces two or thne opuoos, 
e,cb ot whlch luds to more opUons 
and then toooe of 1bout 40 endln¡s. 

The serle1, whlch btgan natlooal 
dlstrlbutlon l11t year, ranked 1\xth 
,mona thc most popular chlldrtns' 
bookt of the lut two yean In • Pub­
Usher, Wtekly a11rvey ID July. 
Tuchera ,nd 1cbool llbrarlns 111 
the 1dveot1Uu teach chlldren aboul 
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"Vou wallc loto the Interior ot the 
ttrenge cavero: then walt whlle 
your cyu become accustomed to lhe 
dlm, amber light. Gradually )'OU CH 
make out the two tuonela. One 
curvu dowow1rd to lhe rl¡ht; lhe 
olhcr luda upward to the left," 
reada one punce In "The Cave of 
Time," 

"lt oc:cur, to you lhal lhe ooe IHd• 
tnr down mir so to the past aod lhe 

ºº.�i'r14:' 1�t:�,•�!::r r�'::�n, 
left, turo to page 20. 

"lf you t1kt the tuonel leadlng 
rlght, tum to p11e 11. 

11U you w1lk oulsld e the cave. turn 
to

i::riin•�- t>eclsloo1. 
Chlldru CID rud these book1 1 

dono UmH wlthout rereadlng 1 
ptJe: wlthtn lts 11 lltle, lhe serles 
otrera 1ome 450 dtrferent adven• 
turt1, ta the c1ve, you mt1ht t1lk 
wllh Abraham Llacoln, WltDtH the 
building of the Great W1ll of China 
or be lockfd up In I cutle, 

You could end up 10 lar In the p11t 
lhat there Is oo oxygeo or 10 far lo 
the future lh•t the 1un lJ a dyln& 
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a llfeboll whlle the Titan le slnks. 

Tht Idea for the serlfl anw lrom 
1 bedtlme story Packard w11 temna 
hl• d1ughten. But lt ruUY came 
from the chlld lhll ,un llvH In lhl1 
Uelen 50-)'ttr�td wllh ult·tDd•pep• 
per htlr nd bUlh)' eyebroWJ, 

"1 had • chancter named Pete 
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ltolated l1l1nd," Pac:kard sald. "But 
th1t at1ht J wu runoloa: out of thtn1s 
tor Pete to do, so l Ju1t 11ked what 
they would do." 

The glrll, Carollne and Andru, 
took Uie 1tory lo opposlle dlrec:Uoo1 
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Pete'• encouoters bec1me "The 

Adventures ot Vou on Sugar Caoe 
lll1nd." Nlne publlshtng bouse, re· 
Jected lt, and P1ckard put lhe manu• 
1crlpt away. Th1t wu 1970. 

Flve yurs later be persu1ded 
Vermont Cro11ro1d1 Pre11 to pub­
lllb the book. Jt dtd well, but Ray 
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1omery now wrlles books tor the se­
rte,, too. 

The serles bu prompted several 
hundred letters. One mother 111d 
her 13•year•old 10n wu lnsplred by 

"''-""•'· 
Lawyer Edward Packard in New York law office 

the book1 to 11read more thao comlc 
boo'o 10d cartooas." 

Arter readlng "Suaar Cane ls· 
l1nd," • Vermont ¡lrl wrote : "I gol 
1 ipear lo my back and went in 
qulcksand, but other than th•l the 
book wu great." 

The best part of the serles ls "that 
you don'l know U you are ¡oin¡ to die 
or aot," wrote another young red· 
er. ºt dle-d twlce and I suyed allve 
twlce." 

"Klds love to 'dte,"' Packard ex• 
p1aioed. "J remember my brother 
1nd t would lr)' to outdraw uch 
other wlth our toy ¡uns. lt was al• 
w1ys more h111 lo 10 lnto deatb 
lhroes." 

Packard bu I contract to contln· 
ue the serles wlth more bookl and Is 

helptng start a almllar serles far 
youn1er readers. a¡es 7•f, 

These doys, lnstead or drawln¡ up 
legal brtef1. P1cklrd reelloes oo lhe 
couch lD hls Madlsoo Aven.ue l1w ort• 
lee. Surrounded by lhe dark leatber­
bound statute bookl he bu aban• 
doned, he draws oulllnH that Jook 
llke trees. E1ch branch carrles 10 
optloo, each optton sprouts lnto 
more opllons 10d every lelf repre• 
sents 1n eodlng, Thcn he wrttes. 

P1ckard sal4 he's 1lways had 
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lag hls degree 11 Prlncetoo, he faced 
one of thote dttlslons that mate bl.s 
books so delectable. Law or wrllln¡? 
He chose l1w. 

Now, after 20 ycan, be's turnlna: 
to 1oother p1ge. 


